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ROBIN SÉBILLE: ˝INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS THE FOUNDATION OF SUSTAINABLE ROAD DEVELOPMENT˛
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In todayˇs rapidly evolving road sector, expert dialogue and the exchange of practical knowledge are becoming more important than ever. PIARC, as a global platform for technical cooperation, plays a significant role in shaping this conversation.
During his visit to Kazakhstan, Deputy Secretary General of PIARC Robin Sébille shared his views on the mission of the association, the value of professional collaboration, and the trends influencing the future of road infrastructure. His insights offer a clear perspective on how countries can strengthen their expertise and contribute to a more resilient and innovative road sector.
      

      


     
        
      
      
 
      


How would you describe the key mission of PIARC and the role it plays in the global road sector?
PIARC was founded in 1909 after the first World Road Congress held in Paris. At that time, the automobile sector was growing so quickly that road engineers urgently needed a platform to exchange knowledge.
Since then, PIARCˇs core mission has remained the same: to promote technical cooperation, support knowledge sharing, and provide high-quality technical information for road administrations, private companies and research institutions around the world.       



       
      


      
    
    
    


How long have you been working at PIARC?
I have been with PIARC for twelve years. These are my final weeks before returning to the French Ministry of Transport, but after dedicating such an important part of my career to this organization, I will continue to follow its work closely.


       




You have visited Kazakhstan several times, how do you view the development of cooperation between Kazakhstan and PIARC?
This was my fourth visit to Kazakhstan. The most recent one took place in April, when an Executive Committee meeting of PIARC and a seminar on winter       
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service were held in Astana. The event was of a very high level, both technically and organizationally, and provided an opportunity for many international experts to see first-hand the dynamic development of Kazakhstanˇs road sector. Hosting such meetings contributes to strengthening Kazakhstanˇs visibility within PIARC and the wider professional community, and supports the further development of cooperation.


     
    
    
     


How did holding the Winter Maintenance Technical Committee meeting in Kazakhstan contribute to further cooperation within PIARC?
Holding the Winter Maintenance Technical Committee meeting in Kazakhstan created a strong basis for further cooperation within PIARC. Kazakhstan has a clear and practical interest in winter maintenance, which made it a relevant and meaningful venue. The participants were impressed by what they observed and experienced on site, which strengthened professional interest and engagement. As a result, many expressed their willingness to return, and I expect that one or two additional PIARC events may be held in Kazakhstan before the World Road Congress in Vancouver in 2027.     
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You took part in the international scientific and practical conference ˝Roads and Innovations˛. What are your impressions of this event?
The ˝Roads and Innovations˛ conference was very well organized and dynamic. The technical content was strong, the presentations addressed relevant topics, and the overall professional atmosphere was excellent. Initiatives of this kind are important because they bring together engineers, researchers and industry representatives at both national and international levels and create real opportunities for dialogue, knowledge exchange and cooperation. Events like this contribute to strengthening Kazakhstanˇs position within the international road community.      




     
   
    
       
   
     
     

   


What major PIARC event is planned for 2026?
The next Winter Road Congress will take place in Chambéry, in the French Alps, from 10 to 13 March 2026. It will focus on winter service, resilience and road decarbonization. There are ongoing discussions regarding Kazakhstanˇs participation, but any final confirmation should come from the Kazakhstanˇs side.
       


       
   
    


In your opinion, which technological or strategic trends will most influence the future of road infrastructure?
The road sector is unique because it combines long-established engineering practices with constant incremental innovation. Roads and bridges will always remain physical infrastructure, yet the way we monitor and operate them is changing rapidly. Digital technologies, sensors, new evaluation tools and growing interaction between infrastructure and vehicles are transforming road management. At the same time, significant progress continues to come from small but essential improvements in materials, construction practices and maintenance methods.     
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Kazakhstan is actively updating its regulatory framework. Could you share your view on this process?
In many countries, different families of standards exist, but what matters most is that those who develop them truly understand the specific conditions of their country. Kazakhstan has a vast territory with extreme climate variations, so technical requirements must reflect that reality. The approach of placing regulatory work in the hands of road specialists is a strong and correct step forward. Standards must be practical, adapted to local conditions and developed by people who work directly with roads.    




        

      
     
       
        
      
      


In your opinion, which forms of international cooperation are most effective for supporting innovation and professional development?
The most effective cooperation comes from active participation in PIARC Technical Committees. These groups work over several years, allowing experts to build meaningful professional connections and exchange knowledge continuously. In parallel, many bilateral collaborations, study visits and technical exchanges naturally emerge from the relationships formed within PIARC. This long-term interaction is what truly strengthens capacity on a global scale.     
    


     
    

   
    
    
     
     


PIARC also emphasizes the role of young professionals. How do you support them?
It is essential for the future of the road sector to attract and involve young specialists. Today many young engineers are drawn to IT and artificial intelligence, but road engineering remains a highly innovative and internationally connected field. PIARC encourages countries to appoint young experts to committees, highlights them in publications and promotes closer involvement of academic institutions. The goal is to show that this profession offers both technical depth and real global opportunities.     



     
       
     
   
     
     

  


What message would you like to convey to engineers and researchers in Kazakhstan?
You should be proud of your work. Road infrastructure is fundamental for any economy, and the pandemic clearly demonstrated its importance. Road engineering combines tradition with innovation and offers many professional paths from materials and structures to informatics and digital systems. Roads have always been vital to societies, and they will remain essential in the future.
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The conversation with Robin Sébille highlights the importance of technical dialogue, shared expertise, and steady innovation in the road sector. His reflections remind us that the development of road infrastructure relies not only on engineering solutions, but also on the exchange of ideas, practical experience, and professional commitment.
For Kazakhstan, which is actively modernizing its road standards and strengthening cooperation within the global community, these discussions provide valuable orientation. They show how focused work, openness to new approaches, and continuous engagement with expert networks can support the long-term growth of the industry.
Ultimately, every road project whether local or international is built on knowledge, responsibility, and collaboration. And it is through such conversations that the sector continues to advance.     
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